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the German Reich.   This is  approximately the
period from 1919 to 1932.
3. The period as Hitler's accomplice. This may be
reckoned from the beginning of 1933 until the present
day, for Papen not only helped Hitler to seize power
in the Reich, but also slipped Austria into his hands
and fashioned the starting lever for the new World
War.
These three periods in his life may be distinct both
inwardly and outwardly, but there has been a factor
common to all of them : the danger which Papen brings to
his helpers, his counsellors and his friends.
Simply because they were his friends and collaborators,
these men had to die or be cast into prison. But Papen
himself stepped on over their corpses with smiling eyes,
he laid wreaths on the graves he had dug for them and
saved himself by their sacrifice.
In this, so say many of his critics, lies the demoniacal
in him. This is sheer nonsense.
On the other hand, his passion for adventure, his gambling
with the fortunes of men and nations, have caused Papen
again and again in the course of his career to interfere in the
lives of individuals ; and his interference has given rise to
grave disasters and widespread calamities.
And in this, his opponents say, lies the mysterious danger
accompanying every appearance of this man on the political
stage.
This book will show that it is indeed a fact that Papen has
brought death and disaster to tens of thousands, and that he
has repeatedly jeopardised the safety of humanity; but
behind all this there is nothing demoniacal, nothing
mysterious, but only irresponsibility, lack of consideration,
frivolity and political shortsightedness, which last is closely
akin to criminality.
In his e heroic period' Franz von Papen conceived plots"
which were  to  profit the Fatherland.    In fact,  by his
machinations he accelerated the entry of the United States